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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Aberdeenshire Council 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

There is general agreement with the proposed principles (see Annex A) as a framework for 
a green recovery in Scotland, however the following points are also noted. 

• We would like to see an even clearer indication and emphasis that a whole-system 
change is required, which would include taxation and legal reform to ensure that more 
sustainable consumption and lifestyles are incentivised economically. 

• Wider sustainability aims, such as biodiversity and reducing pollution and resource 
waste (circular economy), should be given more prominence and integrated with the 
requirement to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 

• The principles should be supported with detail about how in practice a green recovery 
is to be achieved and sustained 

• It should be considered how these principles relate or fit into to the National 
Performance Framework. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Local authority sector 

• There is a need for  a viable vision for the future – both nationally and internationally 
across similar economies – regarding the future system changes (taxation, legislation 
etc.) that would be implemented to deliver more sustainable economies and how these 
would support more sustainable local authorities. 

• There is often a conflict between price/cost and ‘sustainability’. 

• The wider sustainability implications of various strategies (e.g. digitisation) are hard to 
determine or quantify. 

• Short-term measurement and reporting can be a distraction from the longer-term, 
more significant changes which would be required for a more sustainable future and 
can provide a misleading sense of achievement. 

• It is difficult to report on carbon in procurement without a standard tool and 
methodology. 

• Public body organisations are not always using the same aims or objectives and 
therefore the opportunity to jointly achieve outcomes are missed. 

• There are issues in planning around the interpretation of good (sustainable) design. 

• Biodiversity targets change and have become less clear which leads to equivocation. 

Community 

• There is a need for clarity and consensus regarding the overall vision for a more 
sustainable future to avoid fear and provide assurance. 

• Conflict between price/cost and ‘sustainability’. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115472.aspx
https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/
https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/
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• Additional challenges relating to sustainable development in rural Aberdeenshire 
include: establishing and developing local services such public and school transport, 
local shops, pharmacy services and education; and addressing the conflicts between 
desire to develop rural areas with energy efficient new dwellings and the desire to 
preserving the vernacular character the area. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Local authority sector 

• Continue to contribute to clarifying a viable national vision for the future which includes 
the future system changes (taxation, legislation etc.) that would be implemented and 
how these would support more sustainable local authorities. 

• Deliver clarity, appropriate guidance and tools for procurement, planning, design, 
measurement and reporting. 

• Strengthen the sustainability credentials of National Planning Framework 4 and 
develop more proactive planning laws ‘with teeth’ that protect the environment and 
encourage actions to restore and improve biodiversity, rather than merely reacting to 
development planning applications. 

• Bring land-based skills (agriculture, horticulture and forestry) into school curriculum. 

Community 

• Capitalise on Covid-related (positive) behaviour change, new norms and openness to 
develop the national conversation about our sustainable future, including system 
change (taxation, legislation) options, ensuring changes are implemented with the 
consent of communities. 

• Develop greener building and development standards which cover sustainability areas 
such as: building materials; rainwater harvesting; active travel; local work and reduced 
travel; renewable power generation and storage (e.g. batteries, pumped hydro, 
hydrogen); nature and tree protection; rural land use; presumption of carbon neutrality; 
and carbon sequestration. 

• Working with the oil and gas industry to support energy transition and industry 
transformation, including embracing the opportunities of the circular economy. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

There are many ways to support through budgets and funding, but the primary means should 
be through a sustained commitment from government in reforming tax and legislation so that 
better/greener options become the most financially attractive and a circular economy is 
incentivised. 

The above withstanding, potential areas for investment are as follows: 

• Active travel infrastructure, support and promotion. 

• Electric or hydrogen charging points. 

• Community infrastructure to support more local employment and reduce the need to 
travel. 
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• Supporting the ongoing transformation of the North East economy, from small 
businesses to major industries (e.g. agriculture, food and drink, tourism and oil and 
gas), to one that supports green recovery, including through provision of information 
and training, and financial, technical and retraining support. 

• Energy efficiency upgrades for buildings (e.g. insulation and solar panels) and 
infrastructure (e.g. street lighting) 

• Support of hydrogen research for transport and other uses. 

General response 

Governments across the world, including the Scottish and UK Governments should work to 
develop viable national visions for the future including reformed taxation and regulation which 
support more sustainable resource use through a circular economy and responsible 
stewardship of the environment.  Continuing to pursue ‘sustainability’ without reforming the 
biggest levers in our respective economies could lead to merely shifting environmental 
problems elsewhere, unfairness, unintended consequences, complexity and stifling of 
innovation. 


